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[image: A motor-repair workshop, the 1930s. Illustrative photograph from the project's collection.]A motor-repair workshop, the 1930s. Illustrative photograph from the project's collection.„Mr Michał Gago (16 Belgijska Street) is very well known in Mokotów."
— „Dzień Dobry", 18 August 1931They were a married couple. He — a chauffeur and mechanic — born in 1902, the son of Mikołaj and Michalina; she, Czesława Anna née Hakiel, four years his senior, entered in the occupation column as „supported by husband". They moved into the house at 9 Złota Street on 2 May 1938, into apartment number 22. In the spring of 1940 they moved within the same building to apartment number 9 — and it was there, in the second year of the occupation, that the whole family gathered around them: Michał's mother from Stoczek, Czesława's niece and nephew, and beside them a changing cast of lodgers: a clerk from Powiśle, an office worker from Mokotów, a girl from Grodno and a German railwayman. On 2 May 1942 — exactly the fourth anniversary of their registration — apartment number 9 emptied within a single day. Michał left for Radzyń, Czesława and the children returned to Mokotów. He survived the war; he died in 1959 in Olsztyn.
This account gathers everything that is known about them. Every fact comes from a source: from two cards of the house's residents' register, from the Warsaw daily press of the twenties and thirties, from the records of an Olsztyn cemetery. Not a single photograph or family recollection has survived — so far. All the more carefully must one read what remains: the columns, the stamps and four short press notices.
I. Stoczek and Mokotów — roots
Michał Gago was born on 15 March 1902, the son of Mikołaj and Michalina née Wrosek. The surname Gago, a rare one, is met mainly in eastern Mazovia and Podlasie — and it was precisely there, in Stoczek in the Węgrów district, that his mother was still living during the war. Michalina Gago, born on 24 September 1876, daughter of Tadeusz and Józefa, would come from there in 1940 to her son on Złota Street, and in 1942 would return. By trade Michał was a mechanic; in the army — a reservist on the rolls of the District Recruiting Office Warsaw City I.
Czesława Anna Hakiel was born on 31 July 1898; the register records her parents as Władysław and Teresa. The Hakiels were a large family and — as the later entries show — a close one: during the occupation Czesława would take in the two children of Eugeniusz and Stefania née Sompor Hakiel, in all likelihood her brother and sister-in-law: Halina Jadwiga, born on 18 July 1928, and Mieczysław, born on 11 November 1934. Both spouses were Roman Catholics, of Polish citizenship. When and where they married — we do not know.
II. The twenties — Aleja Szucha, Freta, Belgijska
Before Michał Gago found his way into the residents' register of Złota 9, he found his way three times into the newspapers — into the small-events columns of the Warsaw afternoon press, which printed daily the names and addresses of the protagonists of street incidents. None of them gives an age or a date of birth; the identification with the tenant of Złota 9 rests on the rare surname, on the description „a young man", on the occupation of driver — close to the mechanic's trade of the register — and on the fact that all the addresses lie in Warsaw; it is probable, though not certain.
The first trace is the most unexpected. In the spring of 1927 the „Express Poranny" printed the „second hundred" of readers who „for attentive reading of the Kurier Czerwony won 50-złoty prizes". Under number 120 stands: „Gago Michał, unemployed (Al. Szucha 7—3)". A twenty-five-year-old unemployed mechanic from Aleja Szucha who reads the newspaper attentively enough to win fifty złoty — a sum then equal to a dozen or more days of a labourer's wages.
[image: „Express Poranny", no. 66 [1927]: „The second hundred of our Readers who for attentive reading of the Kurjer Czerwony won 50-złoty prizes" — entry 120: „Gago Michał, unemployed (Al. Szucha 7—3)".]„Express Poranny", no. 66 [1927]: „The second hundred of our Readers who for attentive reading of the Kurjer Czerwony won 50-złoty prizes" — entry 120: „Gago Michał, unemployed (Al. Szucha 7—3)".The second trace comes from Whitsun 1928 and is a double one. On 29 May two dailies of the same publishing concern described the holiday brawls, each in its own way. The „Kurjer Poranny", under the headline „24 + 28 injured over the two days of Whitsun", listed the casualties with their occupations: „Marja Nowotka, worker, Michał Gago, driver, Stan. Łukasiak, labourer…". The „Express Poranny" („Without it there would be no holiday. After all, temperament must have its fling") — the same list with addresses: „Michał Gago (Freta 53)". Put together, the two notices give the first full description: Michał Gago, driver, residing at 53 Freta Street in the New Town — a few houses from the Fiszhauts' building at Freta 16. The occupation matters: a driver in 1928 was a man who knew engines, and so the same trade that ten years later the residents' register of Złota 9 would record as „mechanic".
[image: „Kurjer Poranny", 29 May 1928: „24 + 28 injured over the two days of Whitsun" — among those treated by the ambulance service, „Michał Gago, driver".]„Kurjer Poranny", 29 May 1928: „24 + 28 injured over the two days of Whitsun" — among those treated by the ambulance service, „Michał Gago, driver".[image: „Express Poranny", 29 May 1928: „Without it there would be no holiday" — the list of those hurt in the holiday brawls, among them „Michał Gago (Freta 53)".]„Express Poranny", 29 May 1928: „Without it there would be no holiday" — the list of those hurt in the holiday brawls, among them „Michał Gago (Freta 53)".The third trace is already almost a portrait. On 18 August 1931 the illustrated daily „Dzień Dobry" ran a notice headed „The scythe met a stone. The »Terror of Mokotów« calls for police help": „Mr Michał Gago (16 Belgijska Street) is very well known in Mokotów. Another matter — not everyone would be pleased with the fame in whose glow Mr Gago walks, for this young man is known as a dangerous brawler and has already made himself felt by many an inhabitant of Mokotów. Yet Mokotów boasts another fearless citizen — Mr Jan Siedlecki (6 Wygoda Street), who got into a fight with Mr Gago. And behold — it turned out that the scythe had met a stone. Mr Siedlecki defeated Mr Gago, who, terrified, took refuge under the protective wings of the police. Mr Gago claims that his opponent fired at him five times. The police are investigating the matter".
[image: ][image: „Dzień Dobry", 18 August 1931, p. 8: „The scythe met a stone. The »Terror of Mokotów« calls for police help".]„Dzień Dobry", 18 August 1931, p. 8: „The scythe met a stone. The »Terror of Mokotów« calls for police help".The twenty-nine-year-old „terror of Mokotów" who fled under the wings of the police from a man shooting at him five times — this is a picture from a tabloid column, written for the readers' amusement. It is worth remembering, however, that behind these notices stands a man from a specific district: pre-war Mokotów between Puławska and Belwederska, a district of workshops, tenements and working-class families. Three addresses in five years — Aleja Szucha 7, Freta 53, Belgijska 16 — and two entries of occupation, „unemployed" and „driver", form the map of the youth of a man who often changed his lodgings and his work.
III. Chauffeur — a trade with a future
To understand how the „terror of Mokotów" from Belgijska 16 could, seven years later, be registering at the address of the tallest building in Poland, one must look at his trade. Interwar Poland was a country almost without cars. In 1938 some fifty-five thousand motor vehicles ran on its roads — ten cars per ten thousand inhabitants, where France had more than five hundred and the United States more than two thousand. The cheapest car, a Fiat 500, cost 3,800 złoty in 1937 — more than a year of a clerk's salary; a litre of petrol, sixty-five to eighty-five groszy, most of it tax. A car was an object of luxury — and the state treated it as one. The monthly of the Automobile Club of Poland, „Auto", wrote bitterly in May 1934 that in Poland „the tax offices regard the possession of a car as an infallible sign of a citizen's high standard of living, assessing him correspondingly higher taxes and sometimes forcing him to part with this means of transport", whereas beyond the western border a car was to be „as necessary as a bathroom in every cultured home". In such a country a man who could both drive and repair a car was a specialist in demand.
[image: The Polski Fiat showroom in Warsaw, second half of the 1930s — a modernist pavilion with the sign „Lubricants, petrol". Photo: Institute of Art of the Polish Academy of Sciences.]The Polski Fiat showroom in Warsaw, second half of the 1930s — a modernist pavilion with the sign „Lubricants, petrol". Photo: Institute of Art of the Polish Academy of Sciences.The thirties, however, brought change. In 1931 the state bought a Fiat licence; from the middle of the decade the Warsaw State Engineering Works produced the Polski Fiat 508, and from 1936 the Lilpop, Rau i Loewenstein works assembled American Chevrolets and Buicks. Showrooms, petrol stations and workshops multiplied in Warsaw; after the years of crisis, from 1936 the number of cars was rising again. A professional chauffeur with a driving licence who was also a mechanic could work for a wealthy employer, in a firm, an institution, a taxi company or a workshop — and in that world he was irreplaceable. That is the simplest explanation of Michał Gago's road: from the unemployed man of Aleja Szucha in 1927, through the driver of Freta in 1928, to the mechanic who in 1938 arrives from beneath the „Prudential" at the modern building of Złota 7/9. The sources do not say for whom he drove or where he repaired cars; they say clearly, however, that within eleven years he passed from the side streets of Mokotów to the most prestigious addresses of the city centre.
It is worth seeing the world in which this rise took place. The issue of „Auto" of May 1934, from which the quotation above comes, opens with an extensive report from the Berlin Motor Show (8–18 March 1934) under the title „The Motorisation of the Third Reich". A year after Hitler's seizure of power and four months after the signing of the Polish–German declaration of non-aggression, the Warsaw monthly of the Automobile Club described with undisguised admiration how the Chancellor „stressed the utmost privileging of motor vehicles", how the Reich was building motorways, had „entirely freed new cars from taxes" and was exerting on the citizen „a certain pressure to own a car". In the photographs: Hitler greeted by the president of the German Association of Automobile Manufacturers, a crowd beneath swastikas before the exhibition hall. The author of the report, the engineer Henryk Glücksmann, only reserved that the cheap German „little carts" would not withstand „the Polish trackless roads, the bumpy cobbles" and „the thick mud". None of those writing or reading yet knew that this same motorisation — the motorways, the Henschel, Deutz and Phänomen lorries from the Berlin photographs — would in five years roll across Poland as an instrument of war, and that in December 1941 a German railwayman would move in as a lodger in Michał Gago's apartment at Złota 9.
[image: „Auto", May 1934, p. 140: report from the Berlin Motor Show — „The greeting of Chancellor Hitler by the president of the Association of Automobile Manufacturers, Dr Allmers" and „The crowd before the entrance to the Berlin Motor Show". Digital Library of Greater Poland.]„Auto", May 1934, p. 140: report from the Berlin Motor Show — „The greeting of Chancellor Hitler by the president of the Association of Automobile Manufacturers, Dr Allmers" and „The crowd before the entrance to the Berlin Motor Show". Digital Library of Greater Poland.The same monthly shows the other face of the era too. In October 1935, in the article „In Defence of the Taxpayer", „Auto" complained that the tax offices and social insurance treated every owner of a private car as a transport entrepreneur, charging him fees „for a driver supposedly employed in motor-cab work" — and reminded readers that „private cars in Poland number barely a few thousand, and in the provinces they are a positive rarity". The complaint about the provincial policeman who stops a private car as if it were a taxi the author illustrated, however, with the sentence that „the ordinary man, and especially the ignorant provincial little Jew, is unable to tell a private car from a taxi". So — in passing, in the organ of a club of gentlemen motorists — sounded the language of the mid-thirties. It is worth remembering it when reading the residents' register of Złota 9, in which beside the Gagos stand the clerk Kiwel Klebański of Słonim, the firm of the brothers Rabinowicz and Milikowski, and the doctor Stanisław Fiszhaut of apartment number 6 — neighbours whom in November 1940 that same register would deregister to behind the walls of the ghetto.
[image: Cover of the monthly „Auto" (organ of the Automobile Club of Poland), February 1934, with a Polski Fiat 518 — design by T. Piotrowski. Digital Library of Greater Poland.]Cover of the monthly „Auto" (organ of the Automobile Club of Poland), February 1934, with a Polski Fiat 518 — design by T. Piotrowski. Digital Library of Greater Poland.[image: A motor-repair workshop, the 1930s — a repair hall with a mezzanine. Illustrative photograph from the project's collection.]A motor-repair workshop, the 1930s — a repair hall with a mezzanine. Illustrative photograph from the project's collection.How much a competent workshop meant in that world, the advertisements themselves tell. The Polish Citroën Motor Company in Warsaw praised in „Auto" in 1934 not so much the car as its service — „easy, cheap, quick, courteous": „strictly specialised workshops equipped with the most modern instruments" and „repairs according to a price list which excludes all surprises". Behind such slogans stood men like Michał Gago — chauffeurs and mechanics, whose skill decided whether a car „kept its value for long".
[image: Advertisement of the Polish Citroën Motor Company in Warsaw: „Servicing Citroën cars is easy, cheap, quick, courteous". „Auto", 1934. Digital Library of Greater Poland.]Advertisement of the Polish Citroën Motor Company in Warsaw: „Servicing Citroën cars is easy, cheap, quick, courteous". „Auto", 1934. Digital Library of Greater Poland.IV. Plac Napoleona 9 — beneath the „Prudential"
When on 2 May 1938 Michał and Czesława Gago registered at 9 Złota Street, in the column „arrived from" the clerk wrote: „from Plac Napoleona No. 9". At that address stood the tallest building of pre-war Poland — the sixteen-storey headquarters of the „Prudential" Insurance Company, completed in 1933, with the country's first experimental television station on the top floor. The skyscraper had its own boiler rooms, lifts, garages and installations that required constant technical attendance; a former driver, now recorded as a mechanic, registered at its address was most probably someone from the building's staff — or the driver of one of its wealthy tenants — though the register does not specify. The road from the unemployed man of 1927 to a resident of the two most modern buildings of the city centre is in any case clear. From Plac Napoleona to Złota Street was a few minutes on foot.
[image: ]V. 2 May 1938 — Złota 9, apartment 22
Apartment number 22 had been vacated two days earlier by the clerk Stefan Wiązowski, a second lieutenant of the reserve, deregistered on 30 April 1938 to Pańska Street. On 2 May the Gagos registered in it: he as a mechanic and reservist of the Recruiting Office Warsaw City I, she „supported by husband". On the same card, under the fourth entry, one more member of the Hakiel family was recorded — her details are today only partly legible.
[image: Apartment card no. 22 (p. 134), entries 2–3: Michał Gago, mechanic, born 15 III 1902, and Czesława Anna Gago née Hakiel, born 31 VII 1898 — both „from Plac Napoleona No. 9", registered 2 V 1938, deregistered 29 IV 1940 „to apt. No. 9". State Archive in Warsaw.]Apartment card no. 22 (p. 134), entries 2–3: Michał Gago, mechanic, born 15 III 1902, and Czesława Anna Gago née Hakiel, born 31 VII 1898 — both „from Plac Napoleona No. 9", registered 2 V 1938, deregistered 29 IV 1940 „to apt. No. 9". State Archive in Warsaw.The house they moved into was one of the most distinctive addresses of the city centre: the modern building of Złota 7/9 with the „Palladium" cinema on the ground floor, flats and offices on the upper storeys. In those same months the Gagos' neighbours were people of an entirely different world — in apartment number 6, just above the cinema's neon, the dental surgeon Stanisław Fiszhaut had lived since the autumn of 1937, and in apartment number 9, into which the Gagos would move two years later, the firm „Rabmil" of the brothers Rabinowicz and Milikowski still had its seat, and the clerk Kiwel Klebański, arrived from Słonim, lived there. One house — and the whole of pre-war Warsaw in miniature: a mechanic from Mokotów, a Jewish doctor from the New Town, merchants, clerks, reserve officers.
[image: The building of Złota 7/9 with the „Palladium" cinema, the 1930s.]The building of Złota 7/9 with the „Palladium" cinema, the 1930s.VI. September 1939
Whether Michał Gago, a reservist on the rolls of the Recruiting Office Warsaw City I, was mobilised in September 1939 — we do not know; the residents' register records no movement in apartment 22 at that time. The building of Złota 7/9 survived the siege of the capital, and the registration office resumed work under the occupation: the subsequent entries already bear the stamps „Municipal Board in Warsaw — Registration Office" with the numbers of police precincts.
VII. 29 April 1940 — apartment 9
On 29 April 1940 the couple moved within the same building to apartment number 9 — a spacious flat vacated by the firm „Rabmil", which had moved to 6 Jasna Street. Together with them moved in eleven-year-old Halina Jadwiga Hakiel, Czesława's niece. Lodgers began to appear on their card: from March the private clerk Rajmund Stefan Jedliński from Ordynacka Street, from June the seventeen-year-old office worker Tadeusz Ziemowit Chyborski from 23 Krasickiego Street in Mokotów.
[image: Apartment card no. 9 from the residents' register of the house at 9 Złota Street (p. 55). Entry 3 — Michał Gago, entry 4 — Czesława Anna Gago née Hakiel, entry 5 — Halina Jadwiga Hakiel, entry 8 — Michalina Gago née Wrosek, entry 9 — Mieczysław Hakiel. State Archive in Warsaw.]Apartment card no. 9 from the residents' register of the house at 9 Złota Street (p. 55). Entry 3 — Michał Gago, entry 4 — Czesława Anna Gago née Hakiel, entry 5 — Halina Jadwiga Hakiel, entry 8 — Michalina Gago née Wrosek, entry 9 — Mieczysław Hakiel. State Archive in Warsaw.[image: Apartment card no. 9, entries 3–5: Michał Gago, Czesława Anna Gago née Hakiel and Halina Jadwiga Hakiel, daughter of Eugeniusz and Stefania, born 18 VII 1928. State Archive in Warsaw.]Apartment card no. 9, entries 3–5: Michał Gago, Czesława Anna Gago née Hakiel and Halina Jadwiga Hakiel, daughter of Eugeniusz and Stefania, born 18 VII 1928. State Archive in Warsaw.In the autumn of 1940 the family grew by its oldest and its youngest generation. On 7 October sixty-four-year-old Michalina Gago, Michał's mother, arrived from Stoczek in the Węgrów district, entered in the occupation column as „supported by son". On 10 December six-year-old Mieczysław Hakiel, Halina's brother, was registered. From then on, in the spacious flat on Złota Street lived three adults and two children of the family, along with a changing set of lodgers.
[image: Apartment card no. 9, entries 8–9: Michalina Gago née Wrosek, born 24 IX 1876, „supported by son", and Mieczysław Hakiel, son of Eugeniusz and Stefania née Sompor, born 11 XI 1934.]Apartment card no. 9, entries 8–9: Michalina Gago née Wrosek, born 24 IX 1876, „supported by son", and Mieczysław Hakiel, son of Eugeniusz and Stefania née Sompor, born 11 XI 1934.[image: The same entries, right-hand page: Michalina „from Stoczek, Węgrów district, Stoczek commune", registered 7 X 1940, deregistered „to Stoczek, Węgrów district, 2 May 42"; Mieczysław registered 10 XII 1940, deregistered 2 May 1942 „to 23 Krasickiego Street".]The same entries, right-hand page: Michalina „from Stoczek, Węgrów district, Stoczek commune", registered 7 X 1940, deregistered „to Stoczek, Węgrów district, 2 May 42"; Mieczysław registered 10 XII 1940, deregistered 2 May 1942 „to 23 Krasickiego Street".The list of lodgers from 1941–1942 says much about how life went on in occupied Warsaw. In May 1941 the clerk Władysław Świec from Dębica in the Czemierniki commune of the Radzyń district stayed for eighteen days — the first trace of the family's connection with Radzyń. In the summer of 1941 fifteen-year-old Zdzisława Baran, also from Stoczek, lived here. On 15 December 1941 Georg Ehner was registered, a German citizen, born in 1909, a train supervisor of the German railways — the Reichsbahn billeted its personnel in private Warsaw flats, and the presence of a German under the same roof could be for the Polish tenants at once a burden and a shield. In January 1942 twenty-two-year-old Bolesława Szachniewicz joined them, from Grodno — a city which after June 1941 had come under German occupation and from which young Poles were then fleeing.
VIII. 2 May 1942 — dispersal
Apartment card 9 closes in a single day. On 2 May 1942 the registration office deregistered all the residents at once: Michał — „to Radzyń"; Czesława, Halina and Mieczysław — „to 23 Krasickiego Street", the Mokotów address from which the lodger Chyborski had come two years earlier; Michalina — back to Stoczek; Georg Ehner — to 47 Chmielna Street; Bolesława Szachniewicz — to Praga, to Szeroka Street. All the receipts bear the same stamp dated 5 May 1942. Twelve days later the pensioner Helena Moczulska was registered in the emptied flat. So simultaneous a deregistration of an entire apartment — the family and lodgers who were strangers to one another — points to the loss of the flat rather than to a voluntary move; the register does not give the reason.
[image: Entries 3–5, right-hand page: „from apt. No. 22", declaration 29 IV 1940; deregistration 2 May 1942 — Michał „to Radzyń", Czesława and Halina „to 23 Krasickiego Street". Stamps of the Registration Office dated 5 V 1942.]Entries 3–5, right-hand page: „from apt. No. 22", declaration 29 IV 1940; deregistration 2 May 1942 — Michał „to Radzyń", Czesława and Halina „to 23 Krasickiego Street". Stamps of the Registration Office dated 5 V 1942.The family separated in three directions. Czesława with her brother's children returned to her native Mokotów. Michał's mother went to Stoczek — a little town that in September 1939 had suffered badly in fighting and fires. Michał himself set off for Radzyń — presumably Radzyń Podlaski in the Lublin district, where the trace of the lodger from Czemierniki had led before. In the spring of 1942 „Operation Reinhardt" was already under way in the Lublin district; a mechanic might have found work there in workshops, on an estate or in an enterprise working for the occupier — or simply gone to family in the countryside, where survival was easier. What he did in Radzyń and how he came through the next three years of war — the sources at our disposal do not say.
IX. Olsztyn — 13 January 1959
The last trace of Michał Gago lies three hundred kilometres north of Warsaw. The records of the parish cemetery of St Joseph in Olsztyn note a burial: Michał Gago, born 15 March 1902, died 13 January 1959. The date of birth agrees to the day with the entry in the residents' register of Złota 9 — it is the same man. He was fifty-six. After 1945 Olsztyn was one of the cities to which Varsovians deprived of their homes flocked in the greatest numbers; for a mechanic from Mokotów who had survived the war, the rebuilt capital of Warmia could be a place of new beginning. Whether Czesława was with him and whether she rests beside him — remains to be established. Of the fates of Halina and Mieczysław Hakiel, who in 1942 were fourteen and eight, we know nothing.
X. Memory
Of the Gago family there remain two cards of a residents' register, three notices in newspapers and one grave in an Olsztyn cemetery. It is not much — and yet enough to see the people who for four years, from May 1938 to May 1942, lived at 9 Złota Street: a mechanic with a turbulent youth in Mokotów, his wife who under the occupation took in her brother's children, his mother from Stoczek, and a host of passing lodgers whom the war had driven from Grodno, Słonim, Radzyń and Stoczek to one city-centre address. Passing the gateway of Złota 7/9, it is worth remembering that beside the doctors and merchants they lived here too — ordinary Varsovians, of whom no one wrote memoirs.
Timeline







	Date
	Event





	24 IX 1876
	Birth of Michalina née Wrosek, daughter of Tadeusz and Józefa — Michał's future mother.



	31 VII 1898
	Birth of Czesława Anna Hakiel, daughter of Władysław and Teresa.



	15 III 1902
	Birth of Michał Gago, son of Mikołaj and Michalina née Wrosek.



	[1927]
	„Express Poranny" (no. 66): „Gago Michał, unemployed (Al. Szucha 7—3)" among the readers awarded the 50-złoty prize of the „Kurier Czerwony".



	27–28 V 1928
	Whitsun; the „Kurjer Poranny" and „Express Poranny" of 29 V name „Michał Gago, driver" (Freta 53) among those treated by the ambulance service after brawls.



	18 VII 1928
	Birth of Halina Jadwiga Hakiel, daughter of Eugeniusz and Stefania.



	17 VIII 1931
	Fight with Jan Siedlecki in Mokotów; the next day „Dzień Dobry" writes of the „terror of Mokotów", Michał Gago of Belgijska 16.



	11 XI 1934
	Birth of Mieczysław Hakiel, son of Eugeniusz and Stefania née Sompor.



	2 V 1938
	Michał and Czesława Gago register at 9 Złota Street in apartment 22, arriving „from Plac Napoleona No. 9" (the „Prudential" building).



	IX 1939
	The siege of Warsaw; the building of Złota 7/9 survives. Whether Michał, a reservist of the Recruiting Office Warsaw City I, was mobilised — unknown.



	29 IV 1940
	Move within the house to apartment 9 (vacated by the firm „Rabmil"); the niece Halina Jadwiga Hakiel lives with the couple.



	7 X 1940
	Michalina Gago, Michał's mother, arrives from Stoczek (Węgrów district).



	10 XII 1940
	Six-year-old Mieczysław Hakiel, Czesława's nephew, is registered.



	10–28 V 1941
	The lodger Władysław Świec from Dębica, Czemierniki commune, Radzyń district.



	15 XII 1941
	Georg Ehner, a German railwayman and train supervisor, is registered in apartment 9.



	2 V 1942
	Deregistration of the whole apartment in one day: Michał „to Radzyń", Czesława with Halina and Mieczysław to 23 Krasickiego Street (Mokotów), Michalina to Stoczek.



	13 I 1959
	Michał Gago dies in Olsztyn; buried at the parish cemetery of St Joseph.





A Note on Sources
The account rests exclusively on sources: the residents' register of the house at 9 Złota Street — apartment card no. 22 (p. 134) and apartment card no. 9 (p. 55) — from the years 1937–1944 (State Archive in Warsaw, collection of residents' registers); the „Express Poranny" no. 66 [1927] and of 29 May 1928; the „Kurjer Poranny" of 29 May 1928; „Dzień Dobry" no. 225 of 18 August 1931; the records of the parish cemetery of St Joseph in Olsztyn (index of burials: Michał Gago, 15 III 1902 – 13 I 1959). The identification of the Michał Gago of the press notices of 1927–1931 with the tenant of Złota 9 rests on the coincidence of first name, surname, age („a young man") and Warsaw addresses; it has not so far been confirmed by a document bearing a date of birth. The reading of the street name „Krasickiego" in the deregistration column of 1942, and the identity of „Radzyń" with Radzyń Podlaski, are interpretations of a handwritten entry. Information on the „Prudential" building — after the Warszawa1939.pl Foundation; data on the motorisation of the Second Republic (numbers of vehicles, prices of cars and fuel, the Fiat licence, assembly plants) — after the studies of historia.org.pl and the specialist literature. Photographs of the Polski Fiat showroom — Institute of Art of the Polish Academy of Sciences; photographs of a motor-repair workshop (illustrative, not directly connected with the subject), the cover of „Auto" of February 1934 and the photograph of the building of Złota 7/9 — from the project's collection; quotations and illustration from „Auto" 1934, no. 5 (May), pp. 137–140 (H. Glücksmann, „The Motorisation of the Third Reich. Observations from the Berlin Motor Show") and from „Auto" 1935, no. 10 (October), p. 250 („In Defence of the Taxpayer") — after the copies in the Digital Library of Greater Poland.
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Wszak temperament
‘W ciagu doby ubieglej Pogo-
fowie udzielilo pomocy 96 oso-
o, pokiereszowanym podczas
béjek w $rodmiescit.
.. Na wyr6znienie zasluzyli p.p.:
Adam Milke (Elblaska 35), Ka-
rol Staniszewski (Nowogrodzka
26), Antoni Gerak (Eucka 34), He
lena Biliniska  (Miedziana 17),
Stanislawa Kwieczkowska (Elek-
toralna 31), Piotr Rachymow (Bu
rakowska 22). Barbara Domaga-
Iz (Baltazara 1), Maria Nowotka
(Opawska 16),  Michal Gago
(Fréta 53), - Stanislaw Lukasiak
(Konarskiezo 8), Stanistaw Wie-
chowski (Marymoncka 24), Ale-
Yeandars Fialranmlis' Mt ana

musi sie wyszumieé

14), Czestaw Eimocki (Chmielna
128). Helena Niewiadomska (Pi-
wna 15), Halina Ostrowska
(Czerniakéw), Franciszek Biele-
cki (Borkow, gm. Zeran), Stani-
slawa Komorowska (Styczniowa
9), Stanislaw Majewski (Mular-
ska 10), Franciszek . Owczarek
(Sybilli 20), Stanistaw Drewnicki
(Czerniakowska 93). Jan Ciekar-
ski (Czerniakowska 3). Maksy-
miljan  Omylifiski (ks. Ziemowita
47), Wiadyslaw Filipecki (ks. Zie
mowita 47), Czeslaw Zajbt (Wol-
ska 45), Eugenjusz Osluchowski
(Rvmarska 18).

Pogotowi
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ewiozlo p. Ci
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THE FIRST RESIDENTS OF THE HOUSE - 1937-1940

Michal and Czeslawa
Gago

Ztota 9, apartment 22 — from 2 May 1938

Z¥.OTA 9 APT. 22

www.zlota7-9.com
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24+28 rannych przez dwa dni
Zielonych Swigt

‘W ciggm
nbzez'lyuh pogotowie ratunkowe o-
{a:trzylo rany, otreymane w béj-

ach przez 24 osoby, w clagu zaé
drugiego dnia, to jest doby uble-
zle) opatrzylo az 28 Sa to:
nold, malarz, Karol Staniezew-
ki, stolarz, Antoni Gerak, malars,
Sura Finkelkraut, jaki$ technik,
lat 20, ktéry mie podal nazwiska i
miresu, Helena Bilifska, przy me-
%1, Rachm{]l Frydlender, krawlec
(Nalewki 15), Stan. Kwieczkowska,
Piotr Rachymow, lat 74, dozorca
(Burakowska 22), Barbara Doma-
gala, lat 68, Marja Nowotka, robo-
tnica, Michal Gago, szofer, Stan.
Fkasiak, robotnik, Stan. Wiechow
eki, woZnica, Alekls. Fijatkowski,
Crestaw Emocki dekarz, Helena
Niewiadomska, Helina Ostrowska,

pierwazego dnia éwigt stuzqea, Fr. Bidleck!, rolntk (wie$

Borkéw, gm. Zerad) § Stanislawa
Komorowska., Najbandziej po-
szwankowanego, Bieleckiego

wiezlono do szpitala Przem. %
skiego.

Pozstem w rozprawach noZo-
wyeh ofrzymalo rany 8 oséb: Stam.
Magjewtski, kamasmik (rana cieta
brmcha) Fr. Owezarek, drukarz
(rana cleta liczka), Stan. Drewni
cki, malarz mna cieta glowy), Jan
Ciekarski, murarz (rana klota klat-
ki piersiowej), . Omylifiski,
wyrobnik (6 ran ci eto tluczonych
;lowy), Wiad. Filipecki, wyrobnik
rana cieta glowy), Czeslaw Zajbt,
kotlarz (rana cieta szyi) 1| Dug.
Ostuchowiski, Slusarz (rana klata
ledswi). Cidkargkiezo przewhezio-
no do szpitala Dz. Jezus.
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Keene,
Pouitanie Karcierza_Hitlera preez_presesa Zuizhas Praemsloucdu
‘Samochodotsych . Allmersa.

ko przod uksztaltowany aerodynamicznie, lecz posia-
daja i tyl, odpowiedniej formy i pokaznej dlugosci, w
celu unikniccia wiréw i dziatania zasysajacego. Naj-
bardziej charakterystycznym przedstawicielem fej
grupy byla czeska Tatra. Niemey nosza si¢ z zamia-
rem konstruowania tego rodzaju nadwozi na szersza,
skale wylacznie na auto-
strady. Druga kategorja —
to karoserje o nieco skro-
conyeh, zaokraglonyche ty-
fach, przedstawiajacych pe-
wien kompromis pomiedzy
karoserja aerodynamiczng
© wozem turystyczoym, da-
jacym sie tatwo manewro-
waé w wielkomiejskim ru-
chu,

Pod koniec nalezafoby je-
szcze poruszyé sprawe na-
pedu na przednie kota, tak
spopularyzowana w Niem-
czech. Gdy pracowalem u
Giulio Cappa nad konstruk
cia jednego z pierwszych
curopejskich wozéw o na-
pedzie na kola przednie
Jltala 11", poznatem szereg
trudnosci zwigzanych z roz-
wigzaniem tego napedu.
Gdy probowatem w Szwai-
carji pierwszy seryjny
amerykariski woz o nape:
dzie na przednie kola —
.Cord”, zauwazylem po-
wazne braki w zwiazku z

Thum praad weiciem na

Nowy madd 45 os. autobusi.

rozmieszczeniem cigzaru i niedostateczng adhezje
przy pokonywaniu stromych wzniesien. To tez, gdy
2 lata temu probowalem podezas salonu berliriskiego,
2 popularne modele o napedzie na kola przednie, ja-
kiemi byly  Stoever” i .D. K. W." bylem pelen scep-
tyeyzmu. Kilka gwaltownych skretéw na mokrym as-
falcie czesciowo przekonato
mnie do nich, pozostal jed-
nak brak zaufania, odno-
szacy si¢ do trwalosci i nie-
zawodnosci tych matych
wozkéw o tak przecigzo-
nym konstrukeyjnie prze-
dzie. Ostatnie 2 lata wyka-
zaly jednak, ze konstrukeje
te nie byly srodlem zad-
nych specjalnych usterek i
‘male te, tanic wézki praco-
waly ku zupelnemu zado-
woleniu swych wlascicieli.

Prawda, dzicje si¢ to
wazystko w Niemezech, w
kraju_gladkich, o pylow-
chlaniajcej nawierzchni,
szos. Tnaczejby bylo, gdy-
by wozki te kursowaly po
bezdrozach polskich, wybo-
istych brukach, w gestem
blocie, ktére zdradziecko
whrada sie pomiedzy zla-
2za, do przegubbw i do beb-
now hamulcowych...

et 1),
wystaus Saloru Berlishices.

Henryk Gliicksmann.
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Trafila kosa na kamien

»Postrach Mokotowa“

Pan’ Michal Gago - (Belgiiska
16) jest bardzo dobrze znany na
Mokotowie.

Inna rzecz — nie kazdy bylby
zadowolony ze slawy, w jakiej
blaskach chadza pan Gago, bo-
wiem mlody ten czlowiek jest
znany jako grozny awanturnik
i niejednemu mieszkaficowi Mo-
kotowa dal iuz sie we znaki.

Slynie jednak na Mokotowie
inny jeszcze nieustraszony oby-
watel — pan Jan Siedlecki (Wy-
goda 6), ktéry wdal sie¢ w walke
z panem Gago.

I oto — okazalo sie, Ze trafi-
Ia kosa na kamiefi. Pan Siedlec-
ki zwyciezvl pana Gago, ktéry

wzywa pomocy policji
prieraigny schronil si¢ pod o-
piekuiicze skrzydia policji.

Pan Gago twierdzi, ze prze-

ciwnik jego strzelal do niego
pigciokrotnie. Sprawe te bada
policia.

i Ty ki
Warszawksie

featry graia:

Narodowy: ,.J. :rzab"
Polski ino i milo§¢*.
Polski: .Ludzie w hotely”
Maly Roxv*
Operetka Nowoscl:
slenne”
Ateneum: .Czlowiek z teka®.
Morskle Oko: .Ale humorek jest”.
Nowe Ac-wace  Wrydelgl ministriw

~Manewry fe-
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Druga setka naszych Czytelnikéw

Kiérzy za uwazne czytanie Kurjera Czerwonego
zdobyli 50-zfotowe premie

101) Banaszek Boleslaw, konduktor
tramwajowy (Lomiyfiska 22—23).

102) E;f&osn; ﬂ%ma.

xo?1 Barwic Jozet bezzobotny (Zaie-
oza 11—16).
z1104)) adzifeki Jerzy, uczefi (Leszno

105)' Batkfewiczowa Rozalia, Zoma
olekarza (Strzelecka 19—18).

106) Bieficzycka Wiadystawa, Zona
cukiernika (Pafiska 3—2)8.

107) Bischoff Aleksander, mechanik
(Niecala 8—-33).

108) Biskiniewiczowa Wiktorja, 2ona
montera (Pulawska 87—29).

109) Bochdanéwna Eldbieta, uczemica
(Hoza 7—38).

110) Chmielifiski Zbigniew, bezrobot-
ay_(Brzetnicka 5—2),
111) Chawan;gg Zbigniew, porucznik,

(Nowowie

112) “ Gieszasski ** Zygmimt.. " majster | .
szezotkarski - (Jastiskiego, 6—5).

113) Cymering Réza, biuralistka (ul.
Zielna 28—17,

114) ‘Crajkowski
(Litewska 7—7).

115) s Czenczerowa Stanislawa, zona
mechanika (Leszno 48—11).

116) Drabowicz - Tadeusz, robotnik
(Stolarska 5—9).

117) Duszyhski Stamislaw, bezrobot-
ny (Chlodna 66—138).

118) Flisiakéwna Marjanna, bezrobo

m (Ztota 57—

119) Fraczak Stefan (Palestyfiska 21

=1

T120) Gago - Michal, bezrobotny (AL
Szucha 7—3).

121) Gapanowicz Wiadyslaw, praco-
wnik prywatny (Karmelicka 1—9).

122) Qasiorowski Edward, bezrobot-
ny_(Mokotowska 67—17).

123) Ggbarska Freda, wlascicielka
sklepu( Nowogrodzka 25--1c).
1) Gedziorowska Irena, wlascictel-

Kazimierz, uczef,

146) Kurella Waclaw, zredukowany
urzedniks (Hoza 18 — 1),

147) Kwiatkowski Wmcenty. stragas
niarz, (Krochmaina 34 — 14).

148) Lamcha Stanislaw, rzesnik (Pio
tra Skargi 3 — 4).

149) Lewandowska Helena, 2ona .
rzednika (Dluga 25 — 6).

150) Lewandowski Jozef., biuralista,
(Czerniakowska 144 — 16).

151) Lewicka Regina, zona lusarza,
(Czerniakowska 141 — 14).

152) Litychowska Julja, ekspedients
ka, (Krzywe Kolo 12 — 4).

153) Luksenburg Seweryn, bezrobots
ny, (Marszatkowska 151 — 31).

154) Eabentowicz Henryk, kotlars,
(Browarna 26 — 40).

155) Lascawuecka Mana. buchalterka,
(Krak. Przedm,

156) Ma)!nnwsk] Wladys!aw. bezros
botny, (Poborzafiska 19 —2).

*157) Marczak Maria, bezxdbom(ﬂ
Listopada - 44—2).

158) Ma,rczeusk‘ Mazjan, toboﬁk
(Wybrafiska 12—12).

159) Majewski Wiktor, inkasent (Sv-
rokomli 11—7).

160) Massalska Anna, pianistka (Tamt

33a—6).

161) Michalski Stanistaw, ciesla (Roz
brat 8—52).
wwz M|Io-£m\;&’anhw. urzedeik (il

'spoina 3

163) Nagelowna Eugenja, ekspedient
ka (Pafiska 60—51),

164) Nasilowska Lucyna (Lubeckies
g0 4—4).
(T165) Niwwms._“s) Marfan, beprobofay

‘argowa

166) Ostrowska Julia, whascicielia
sklady wegla (Grodzieriska 31 312).

167) Paliszewski Waclaw, K
tramwajowy (Al 3 Maja 18).

168) Petras Franciszel,
(Gorezewska 15—187).

169) Przvbysz Jézef, magazyuier
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OBSLUGA

SAMOCHODOW

CITTROEN

B B Dostepnoéé wazysthich organdw dzigki
lest prosteji upelaie nowoczesnej konstrukeji.

. L A T w A kipl:::lx-y obslugi z him)!rali-:
sSTANIA ; :
aSZYBRKA L s e s

dy, dia wykonywasia reparacji i préb.

Reparacje wediug cennike, kiéry wyla-

n UPRZEJMA e

Daigki swej jakosci § dobre] organizacii cbstupi, samochody CITROEN dlugo mie traca wartosci
i moga Byé zawsze jak mowe.

CI'I'!OEH

B Polskie Towarzystwo Samochodéw CITROEN w Warszawie Bl

Drukarnia Techniczna, Sp. Ake.. Warszawa, Crackiogo 3.5, tel. 614-61 i 271-98.
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